
1

Graeme Stark

From: Sue and Darius Mehta <darius@honeysuckle-cottage.org.uk>
Sent: 15 January 2013 09:23
To: Graeme Stark
Subject: Town Green proposal for the Rec

Dear Mr Stark, 
 
I wish to object to the proposal to register the Recreation Ground as a Town Green. As a 
beneficiary of the Recreation Ground Trust as defined by the High Court in 2002 such a proposal 
would take away the benefits enjoyed by myself and many others. 
 
The proposal fails on the following grounds. 
 
1. The Trustees require that all activities involving 5 or more persons require permission from the 
Trustees and in many cases for a charge. 
2. The Leisure Centre is built on the rec and all users of that facility have to pay for their activities 
in that building and entry can be restricted. 
3. The rugby ground is not available for access in the rugby season and on match days. 
4. Other lessees of land on the rec restrict use to their members of that part of the land they have 
leased eg the tennis club, drama club etc. 
 
In other words the rec has not "been used by local people for lawful sports and pastimes ‘as of 
right’ (ie without permission, force or secrecy) for at least 20 years." 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Darius Mehta 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Graeme Stark

From: Zoe Tarrant <zoe@seasonsholidays.com>
Sent: 15 January 2013 10:49
To: Graeme Stark
Subject: Bath Recreation Ground
Attachments: PlanST206135.pdf

Graeme 
 
I write on behalf of Seasons Hotel Title Ltd who have received your notice under Section 15(1) for Bath Recreation Ground as 
owners of The County Hotel, 18-19 Pulteney Road, BA2 4EZ. 
 
We comment that the plan which has been submitted is incorrect on its eastern boundary and includes a strip of our land. Please 
find attached a copy of our Land Registry plan for your information. 
 
There is no access to the public into this area of land as it is enclosed by a wall on the boundary between the hotel and the 
Croquet Lawn. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you further. 
 
Regards 
Zoë  
 
Zoë Tarrant RIBA            

Seasons Holidays Plc  

Wynchgate House, Woodlands Lane, Bradley Stoke, Bristol, BS32 4JT 

Mobile: 07772 281348 

Fax: 0845 280 2216 
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Graeme Stark

From: Ian Wilson <iandlwilson@yahoo.co.uk>
Sent: 22 February 2013 09:10
To: Graeme Stark
Subject: Objection to Town or Village Green Application TVG12/1(The Recreation Ground Bath)

Dear Mr Stark 

 

I would like to register my objection to the Town or Village Green Application TVG12/1 (The Recreation Ground 

Bath). I set out the grounds for my objection below. 

 

My understanding is that this application fails the required  criteria of  “the land having been used and continuing to 

be used as of right by the inhabitants of the City of Bath for at least 20 years for lawful sports and pastimes” for 

multiple reasons including: 

 

•             All sporting activities on the Rec (formal or informal) need the permission of the Rec Trust and have to be 

booked through the Trust  

•             The Leisure Centre (which is included in the application) clearly does not have free access and is not open at 

all times.  

•             The tennis courts and other facilities on the Rec do not have open access for ‘sports and pastimes’  

•             On rugby match days there is not free access to the pitch and stands for ‘sports and pastimes’. 

 

I also believe that the case of Barvis v North Yorkshire Council [2012] is relevant as this case involved a recreation 

ground owned by the council. An application to register it as a Town /Village Green failed and the Court of Appeal 
agreed with the decision. The case turned on the words 'as of right' and this was held to mean that the use had been 
without permission or consent i.e. a trespass. The recreation ground in question had been used with the full 
knowledge and consent of the Council - indeed they had maintained it as a recreation ground open for organised 
sporting activities for the public at large. The Court of Appeal held that the use had been 'by right' i.e. with permission 
and consent and therefore there were no grounds upon which to register the land as a Town or Village Green. 
  

It seems to me that this mirrors the situation on the Rec where sporting activities are carried on with the consent of 
the Council as trustees i.e. by right. 
 
I am also concerned about the consequences of making the Rec a ‘Town/Village Green’. I believe that one of these 
consequences would be to make all the current activities on the Rec, including the Leisure Centre, unlawful with 
major negative impacts on the citizens of Bath. In addition the Rec Trust and B&NES Council could be left with a large 
financial liability which would end up with the council taxpayers of B&NES. 
 
Regards 
 
Ian Wilson 
 
3 Richmond Hill 
Lansdown 
Bath BA15QT 
 
Tel: 01225 315217 
  

 



1

Graeme Stark

Subject: FW: Bath Recreation Ground TVG

From: Philip Dunning [mailto:phildunning@me.com]  
Sent: 21 February 2013 09:56 

To: Development Control 

Subject: Bath Recreation Ground TVG 

 
Anthony Crombie of the Bath Society, had a letter published in the Chronicle on the 31st January about the above 

application. He stated that comments on the registration of the land as a Town Green should be addressed to the 

Council at Keynsham. My comment is as follows: 

 

I am Bath born and bred and have grown up on and around The Rec, watching Tattoos, Shows, It's a Knockout, 

Concerts, Cricket & local rugby. I consider the two main stands to be very old, in need of major repairs and no longer 

fit for purpose. They are an embarrassment to me and my family, particularly when we take visitors around that 

area. Also when the television cameras are situated there, which is many times each year, it is great to see our City 

and hillsides but so disappointing to see The Recreation Grounds buildings. The centre of Bath deserves better than 

these two corrugated sheds and any possibility that these will be replaced and the area by the river walkway 

enhanced, should be encouraged, providing that we don't have to pay and they are 'in keeping'. 

 

Although I have a great deal of respect for Major Crombie and what he has achieved in looking after Bath's heritage, 

I am also a member of the Bath Preservation Trust, the National Trust and the Bath Heritage Watchdog. It is to these 

organisations, and the Bath community, that a final decision should be made under the Planning Process on any 

proposals for development. Surely the effect of Town Green status could mean mothballing the Rec, with financial 

consequences for the Council in years to come. Also to obtain Town Green status the application must show that 

people are free to access the land at any time.  Well, even as a local resident, I know that I am unable to access the 

Leisure Centre at any time or the Rec itself, when Bath Rugby or Somerset Cricket have a match on. 

 

I admit I haven't seen any plans but I do understand that any future proposals are for an arena with a maximum of 

18,000, and not 25,000, as Major Crombie quoted in his letter.  Also that the temporary stand will continue but only 

during the rugby season. The Rec is a very important open space within the city to myself, my family and my 

neighbours and must remain so in perpetuity for all of us Bathonions. Bath Rugby, I am sure understands this and 

is determined that this will remain so. The club thus agrees with Major Crombie on this and there is therefore little 

point in pursuing the Town Green status.  The Council's taxpayers need a new arena for Concerts, Cricket and 

anything else that the Trustees feel appropriate for the Rec. The Recreation Ground desperately needs money spent 

on it but it must not become a burden on us Council Tax payers. 

 

Based on all of the above, I therefore object to the registration of the land as a Town & Village Green and urge you 

to reject this application. 

 

Phil Dunning 

1 Laurel Cottages 

Farrs Lane 

Combe Down 

Bath 

BA2 5DS 
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